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Between People and Gods: Summer Festivals in Japan
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Japanese festivals are deeply rooted in the local lifestyle, recently becoming also an object of interest by foreign
visitors. The lecture will address the less familiar aspect of the festivals - their historical origins, religious
symbolism and communal role. We will look at the season less associated with festivals - the hot and humid
Japanese summer, and the festive events linked to agricultural rites, love affairs of the gods, and relationships
between the living and the dead.

Dr. Helena Grinshpun is a researcher of contemporary and modern Japan at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem. She teaches about urban culture and the development of public space, community and social
change, gender and national identity. Her research focuses on new patterns of co-housing in Japan.

e Registration by link only: https://forms.gle/drTpN94KSKRhm5J17
e Two days before the lecture, a reminder will be sent with a link and password for the ZOOM lecture
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